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SOUTHWEST OHIO DISTRICT TRAINING CENTER
SYLLABUS:  HIS-2013 – THE WESTERN WORLD IN ANCIENT

AND MEDIEVAL TIMES
SPRING TERM 2010

 
INSTRUCTOR: Brannon Hancock 3 Semester Hours Credit 
PHONE: church (937) 372-0708 Mondays 6:15 – 9:30pm

mobile (937) 510-7807 (SMS/text ok) NMDC (SWO District Office)
EMAIL: brannon.hancock@gmail.com
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
A survey course that traces the social forces (sacred and secular) contributing to the development 
of  Western  civilization  in  global  context  from  the  Hellenistic  period  (1000  BC)  to  the 
Reformation  era.   The  study  of  key  events,  ideas,  personalities,  and  movements  that  have 
contributed to the major periods of history and the passages between them increases students’ 
understanding of and appreciation for God’s redemptive purposes.  The course will study ways 
to build bridges from historical  understanding to personal spiritual  formation,  the role of the 
church in society, and contemporary ministry. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The following are competencies for Ordination Course of Study which are achieved by this 
course:  

1. Ability to describe the impact of the historical background of the New Testament on the 
message of Jesus and Paul. (CN-12)

2. Ability to describe the general story line of Church History and the development of the 
major doctrines and creeds. (CN-24)

3. Ability to identify and describe the significance of the major figures, themes, and events of 
the Patristic and Medieval periods of Church History. (CN-25)

4. Ability to describe how the church implemented its mission in the various periods of 
Church History. (CN-26)

5. Ability to describe and interpret the relationship between culture and individual behavior. 
(CX-5)

6. Ability to understand, appreciate, and work sensitively to explain the nature of cultures 
and subcultures. (CX-6)

7. Ability to critically engage historical texts and converse with early Christian writers.
8. Ability to relate the cultural situation of the early and medieval church to that of the 

Wesleyan-Holiness tradition and the Church of the Nazarene in the 21st century.
 

COURSE INSTRUCTOR
Brannon Hancock: Ph.D. University of Glasgow (2010 in progress); M.Th. University of 
Glasgow (2005); B.A. Trevecca Nazarene University (2002); Licensed Minister, Church of the 
Nazarene (2007-present); Worship Pastor, Xenia First Church of the Nazarene (2007-present)
 

mailto:brannon.hancock@gmail.com
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COURSE TEXTBOOKS

Required:
1. Gonzalez, Justo L. The Story of Christianity, Volume 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of  

the Reformation. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1984. ISBN: 0060633158 
**NOTE: Also available with vol. 2 (Reformation to the present) in a one-volume edition 
from Prince Press, 1994. ISBN: 1565635221 – either edition is acceptable**

2. Gonzalez, Justo L. Church History: The Essential Guide. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1996. 
ISBN: 0687016118

Recommended:
3. MacCulloch, Diarmaid. Groundwork of Christian History. London: Epworth Press, 1987. 

ISBN: 0716204347
4. Chadwick, Henry. The Early Church: The Penguin History of the Church 1 (Revised Ed.). 

New York: Penguin Putnam, 1993. ISBN: 0140231994
5. Southern, R. W. Western Society and the Church in the Middle Ages: The Penguin History 

of the Church 2. New York: Penguin Putnam, 1990. ISBN: 0140137556
6. Sherman, Dennis, and Joyce Salisbury. The West in the World (2nd ed.) Boston, MA: 

McGraw-Hill, 2004. ISBN: 0072878304
7. Noll, Mark A. Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity (2nd ed.) 

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 2001. ISBN: 080106211X 
8. Spickard, Paul, and Kevin M. Cragg. A Global History: How Everyday Believers  

Experienced Their World. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1994. ISBN: 0801022495

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION
1. Attendance / Participation = 200 points
2. Oral Presentation = 100 points
3. Examinations = 300 points

Mid-term = 150
Final = 150

4. Research Paper = 300 points
Progress Reports (2) = 25/ea.
Final Paper = 250

5. Reading Reports = 100 points
   Total points = 1,000
 

COURSE SCHEDULE/OUTLINE

3/22 – “Introduction: the Situation of the Early Church and the Church Today (or, Why 21st 

Century Pastors Should Study Church History)”
PREP: have read chs. 1-3 in Story
CLASS: introductions; discuss syllabus; lecture and discussion

3/29 – “Persecution and Expansion, pt. 1: the Apostles, St. Paul, and the Jewish Diaspora”
PREP: have read through ch. 5 in Story (focus: 4-5)
CLASS: oral reports; lecture and discussion
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4/5 – “Persecution and Expansion, pt. 2: Early Apologists and Heresies”
PREP: have read through ch. 9 in Story (focus: 7-9)
CLASS: oral presentations; lecture and discussion

4/12 – “Imperial Christianity, pt. 1: Constantine, the Canon, and Consensus”
PREP: have read through ch. 15 in Story (focus: 13-15); progress report #1 due
CLASS: oral presentations; lecture and discussion; mid-term exam review

4/19 – “Imperial Christianity, pt. 2: Heresies, Councils and Creeds”
PREP: have read through ch. 18 in Story (focus: 16-18); study for mid-term exam
CLASS: mid-term exam (through ch. 15); oral presentations; lecture and discussion

4/26 – “Imperial Christianity, pt. 3: Major Figures”
PREP: have read through ch. 25 in Story (focus: 22, 24-25)
CLASS: oral presentations; lecture and discussion

5/3 – TBC (flex)

5/10 – “Medieval Christendom, pt. 1: Chalcedon, the Great Schism, and the Crusades”
PREP: have read through ch. 30 in Story (focus: 27, 30); progress report #2 due
CLASS: oral presentations; lecture and discussion

5/17 – “Medieval Christendom, pt. 2: Golden Age and Collapse”
PREP: have read through ch. 32 in Story (focus: 31-32)
CLASS: oral presentations; lecture and discussion; final exam review

5/24 – “Medieval Christendom, pt. 3: the Dawn of the Reformation”
PREP: have read ALL of Story (focus: 33-34); study for final exam; reading reports due
CLASS: final exam (everything); oral presentations; lecture and discussion; wrap-up

**Research paper due via email no later than Friday 5/28/10 at 11:59pm; grade will be 
reduced by 10 points for every day it is late.  To avoid penalty, it is your responsibility to contact 
me to discuss an extension BEFORE the date/time above if extenuating circumstances arise.

ORAL PRESENTATION: At our first class session, I will assign you a topic to present on 
(could be a chapter from the book, or a person, or an event).  In about 10 min., provide the class 
with an overview of highlights of the chapter, or in the case of a person or event, some 
background and an assessment of the immediate and lasting significance of your subject.

PROGRESS REPORTS: 50 points of the 300 allotted to your research paper will be the two 
progress reports (25 pts each). These “check-points” are designed to allow the instructor to guide 
the project as it develops – and to discourage procrastination!  These are the expectations:

• Progress Report #1: title and author of the text you intend to engage; at least (2) 
secondary sources you plan to consult

• Progress Report #2: provisional title of your paper; provisional main idea (thesis 
statement); complete list of works cited (bibliography)
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RESEARCH PAPER: Your research paper will be an 8-10 page analysis of a primary historical 
text of your choosing (to be approved by the instructor).  In the interest of practical relevance, I 
recommend you choose a sermon or section of biblical commentary from one of the Church 
Fathers; a list of suggestions will be provided. (You may, and in fact, are encouraged to choose a 
text related to the topic you are assigned for your oral presentation.)  Many ancient Christian 
texts are now available online.  Some excellent web collections include:
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html (see “full text sources”; searchable)
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/ (by author; also an excellent catholic encyclopedia)
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/ (this site seems to have it all)

Content Requirements:
• You should begin by providing background/context of the subject under consideration.
• You should summarize the text in (mostly) your own words, quoting text as needed.
• You should critically engage the text (what are its strengths/weaknesses? insights/flaws?) 

and evaluate the contribution it makes to Christian history and thought in the broader sense.
• You should reflect upon the text as it relates to the Wesleyan-holiness tradition and/or the 

Church of the Nazarene in particular.
• In addition to your one (at least) primary text, you must use at least 3 secondary 

(supporting) sources; they cannot all be from the internet. (Wikipedia is not a valid 
academic source.)

Formal Requirements:
• No less than 8 and no more than 10 pages in length, not including cover page (optional) or 

bibliography/works cited-page (required)
• Double-spaced; 1” margins; 12 pt Times New Roman font
• Citation style/format is up to you, but YOU MUST CITE ALL SOURCES, and you must 

be consistent throughout.  In other words, you may use in-text citations, footnotes, or 
endnotes – whichever you prefer – but I expect there to be an “internal consistency” to 
your references. The following websites provide helpful guidance:

o http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/  
o http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/citations.html  

• All papers must include a “Works Cited” or “Bibliography” page at the end listing the 
author, title, place of publication, publisher and date of all cited sources (see COURSE 
TEXTBOOKS section of this syllabus for one possible style for listing sources)

• Proper spelling, grammar, punctuation, organization and structure are expected
o To generally improve your writing, the best guide is still The Elements of Style by 

William Strunk and E. B. White (available in various editions).

READING REPORTS: To create accountability for the assigned reading, and to encourage the 
discipline of writing, please draft a one-page (typed) report on the reading for each class session, 
for a total of (9) reports, all due no later than our final class session on 5/24.  The approach is up 
to you: you may recap the highlights of the chapter(s), react/respond to what you’ve read, or 
focus on some specific point from the reading that interests you; be as formal or informal as you 
like.  Basically, I am looking for evidence that you are engaging the assigned readings.

• If you are interested in receiving feedback on your writing, I encourage you to hand in your reading reports 
weekly as you complete them, and I will return them to you with remarks. I will be unable to provide 
comments on reading reports handed in at the final class session.

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/instruct/guides/citations.html
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/
http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/
http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html

